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their futile efforts, and then what will become of you landowners, industrial
enterprisers, merchants, and shipowners? Where will you send your pro-
duce and ships, since you eannot be so imbecile as to imagine that the interior
markets of France can be sufficient to constitute a great agricultural, com~
mercial, and industrial prosperity ?

The French colonies, the Spanish colonies, and the United States form
four-fifths of your exterior markets; but these markets cannot pay for your
produce, save with the produce of their own, and this would be annihilated
from the moment that their sole branch of industry, viz, the agricultural,
was destroyed.

To you, field labourers, factory workpeople, fishermen, sailors —to you,
who earn your poor amd penurious livelihood by producing corn and wine,
making cloth, stuffs or silks, or by cod-fishing, or by scouring the seas and
enduring a thousand privations and dangers—I say you may take it for
granted, that you are going to be deprived even of the bread that costs yon
go much labour, and which gearcely suflices for the support of your unfortu-
nate families,

There are in the colonies three hundred thousand Africans, who were slaves
in their own country, and who have been transferred from the hut of an
idolatrous and savage master to the home of a French Christian and civilian,
in which they are better lodged, better clothed, better foed, and better cared
for than you are, whilst their work is much lighter, Many false philanthro-
pists, who leave you to perish in the winter, have allowed themselves to he
borne away by a fallacions tenderness towards those Africans so far as to wish
to exempt them from even this little work, without ever calculating that by
this means they will deprive you of your daily bread, for if there is no negro
labour there will be no sugar or coffee in your colonies, and failing which
produets there will be no money to pay you the sixty millions of francs,
which the wheat, wine, cloths, stuffs, silks, and cod-fish amount to; and
therefore the working classes of France, who produce thesa goods, will be
thrown out of employment.

1 appeal also to you, real philanthropists and sincere friends of hu-
manity —to you, pious people, who have erroncously exeited yourselves ngainst
the colonies—to you, statesmen, who understand the real interests of na-
tions—to each of you I address myself, in order that you may prohibit your
abolitionist representatives from depriving you of your property, your labour,
your earnings, your peace, and your welfare, TImpose silence upon them,
and tell them to go and seek popularity elsewhere, because they cannot
expect it from the ruin in which they are going to invelve you, nor from the
falsehoods and trickery with which they endeavour to blind you.

When the truth comes to be known, cries will arise from those connected
with agriculture, industry, commerce, the shipping, the fields, the trades—
from all the legitimate interests, from all superior understandings, and from
all conseiences,—in fine, cries will arise from all sides to impose silence on
the abolitionists and repulse them. They will then be no longer feared by
the ministers, and they will be despoiled of the wand with which they ave
continually menacing us.
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It is you who have established the resistance, not to the progress that
might be possible, or to desirable improvements, but to the measures that
would destroy all work, and what is the same, all order, welfare, and
morality.

And you colonists, who give to African labourers and idolaters what
France and England deny to Europeans and Christians—you, who educate
them among your own children with a goodness that does you honour—ryou,
who care for them in sickness with an assiduity unknown amongst European
masters—you should not lend your assent to the greatest political fault that
France conld have hitherto committed. A speculator might content himself
with an indemnification that would save his capital ; Jbut you have a- more
noble character than that of u]\eculntom You m?renchmen, and should
oppose yourselves to ruining and the h navy of France.
You are intelligent and generous, and it is fmpossible that you can wish to
assist in the creation of a society from which work is banished, and through
which African barbarism is attempted to be enthroned.

This very year a most important event has oceurred, which has taken the
abolitionists very much by surprise; viz. the re-establishment of forced
labour in the English colonies with the blacks of Sierra Leone.

On the 15th of February, 1851, Mr. Barclay, a member of the legislative
assembly of Jamaica, left the river Thames in London with three vessels,
authorized by the English Government to bring from the coust of Sierra
Leone three cargoes of negroes, bound for fourteen years to cultivate certain
estates in that island.

The great society of the London abolitionists addressed a strong represen-
tation to Lord John Russell, who did not deign to reply to them personally,
but did so through his Secretary Mr. Vernon Smith; and even this reply
was limited to six evasive and depreciative lines. The English Government
is already undeceived—the Western colonies are lost— London has no sugar
or coffee, save at very high prices, and it has been found necessary to admit
Haytian coffee on the condition (to give the measure an air of decorum)
that it should be sent through the Cape of Good Hope, Mr. Labouchere has
already proposed for this year a diminution in the duties, in order to give
admittance to foreign grown sugar.

This is what the philanthropists have brought England to, and to what
they would reduce France. Although England has lost her Western, she
still possesses the Eastern colonies for her commerce, but what remains to
France on losing hers? She still would possess Algiers, a precious outlet
for the blood of our soldiers and millions of our property. When the English,
whose suffrages we are soliciting, and whose humble servants it is desired
that we should be, re-establish compulsory labonr in their colonies, it is
impossible that we should subseribe to its abolition in ours. When the
Cabinet of England is repairing with firmness a great fault that it has com-
mitted, it is impossible for ours to shut its eyes and commit a greater. Since
we imitate the English, let this humiliation be a warning to us, unless we
have only resolution enough to copy her errors, and not the energy to imitate
her valour.
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In order to comply with the requirements of the abolitionist commission,
presided over by Mr. de Broglie, it would be necessary for agricnlture, in-
dustry, commerce, and the merchant navy, to bring forth with their own
hands the halter destined for self-strangnlation. But this can never happen.
It is now seven years since ten of the most important cities of France have
witnessed the last struggles of the eolonies, without ever suspecting that they
arein their own. Parls, S8an Quintin, Rouen, Havre, Nantes, Bordeaux,
Bayonne, Toulouse, Lyons, and Marseilles, without awakening from their
lethargy, join in: the discussion promoted by the English philanthropists
upon the welfare of those cities, as the colonies are the prineipal markets for
the outlet of their produce.

In speaking of the Freneh, we should also include the Spanish colonies,
because it is in them alone that our commeree is g0 much interested. The
only ones that the English and our philanthropists and their friends haye
hitherto been enabled to annihilate,

The ten cities just enumerated have not paused to reflect that the question
is not one of morality or philanthropy, but of life and death to the agriculture,
industry, and commerce of France. To arouse them from their lethargy we
will place before them, and submit to their intelligence and patriotism, the
system of the abolitionists as productive of disorganization and ruin, in com-
parison with the views of the colonies which tend to preservation and im-
provement ; and those cities undeceived of their ervor cannot do less than
silence the cries of false philanthropy, and elip the wings of the commission
presided over by Mr. de Broglie.

There is no longer to be found any man of station, or any minister, who
would dare to ask for money from tortured agriculture to close up the only
outlets that it has left. No one would have the impudence to take away the
bread, or what is the same thing employment, from the poor families of the
virtuous labouring classes of France to purchase, with great injury, the
pleasure of keeping the Africans in a state of stupid idleness.

1t is impossible that in an age like ours a philantropic madness and false
liberalism should so blind those entrusted with the reins of Government as to
induce them to sacrifice European civilization to African barbarism—the ties
of family to promiscuous intercourse—labour to idleness—and the veligion of
Christ to the idolatry of the desert.

1 AvrHovaH the French colonies have been emancipated, not after a tem-
perate and eircumspect discussion in the national representation, but in virtue
of the revolutionary storm of 1848, Mr. Granier de Cassagnac’s arguments
have not on that account lost their force, nor have his sad predictions turned
out less true; for, a8 we have elsewhere said, the colonies in question offer
to the BEuropean markets now, scarcely one third of what they produced
before their emancipation, independently of other evils that hayve ensued upon
this lamentable event.,
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